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What’s it like to 
play in the Connie 

Mack World Series?
Hinsdale’s Maclain Neal went 

west to play championship base-
ball this summer and came home 
with the prize of new friendships.

Neal, a recent Hinsdale 
Central graduate, traveled with 
his Top Tier baseball team to 
Farmington, N.M., for the Connie 
Mack World Series July 29-Aug. 
5. 

The team of 16- to 18-year-olds 
earned their way there by placing 
second in the state tournament 
and then capturing the title at the 
regional tourney in Battle Creek, 
Mich.

“Our team was kind of low-
staffed in the championship 
game,” Neal said. “We had some 
guys on the team who were kind 
of on-and-off the whole summer. 
The fact that we were able to go 
out and win was awesome.”

Suddenly the team had a plane 
to catch in just a few days.

“We really had to scramble to 
get plane tickets,” he said.

The city of Farmington, popu-
lation 45,000, revels in its week in 

the sports spotlight, Neal related.
“They put on a parade for you. 

They basically shut down the 
whole town for this whole week,” 
he said.

Major league scouts are among 
the 8,000 to 10,000 cheering fans 
in the stands for each game, 
Neal said, and visiting players 
are regarded like celebrities by 
locals, the young ones in partic-
ular.

“The whole town kind of 
treats everyone like they’re big 
leaguers,” he said. “We’d get 
swarmed by little kids asking for 
autographs.”

Thankfully, the team didn’t 
have to hunt for last-minute 
accommodations as all partic-
ipating players stay with host 
families. Neal was assigned to a 
family of four, with boys ages 5 
and 7.

“It was awesome. We had a lot 
of down time in between games 
since we played every other day,” 
he said. “We were able to spend 
a lot of time with the family, 
and they took us to Durango, 
Colorado. We got to go hiking, 
zip-lining, stuff like that.” 

He was exposed to green chile 
sauce for the first time — “they 
put it on everything” — and got 

to see what a household rhythm 
is like in America’s southwest.

Unfortunately the team didn’t 
make it to the later rounds of 
the series. Now at DePauw 
University for his first year as col-
legiate student-athlete, Neal said 
the experience of playing there 
was still a morale boost.

“The whole Connie Mack 
event gave us some confidence 
that we’ll carry forward,” he 
remarked.

He’ll certainly remember play-
ing in the pro-like stadium and 
seeing ESPN trucks there to cover 
the action. But he expects his 
most enduring impression will 
be that of his host family’s hospi-
tality.

“They did so much with us. 
They were really responsible for 
us the time that we were down 
there,” he said.

Before departing, he and his 
teammates returned the favor by 
unloading some baseball gear 
they no longer needed.

“We actually gave some of that 
stuff to the two boys that were in 
my host family,” he said. “They 
were extremely excited.”

— by Ken Knutson

Hinsdale’s Maclain Neal said playing in the 
Connie Mack World Series this summer in 
New Mexico, during which he stayed with 
a local host family, was special. “It was 
unlike anything else that I’ve been a part 
of,” he said. (photo courtesy of Top Tier 
Baseball)


